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REPORT COF THE CIVIL .ERCN.UTICS BOLRD
on the
Investigation of e¢n ‘cercent Involving larereft
Durang ¢ Cross=Country Pleasure Flight

In neeident which occurred opproximately 2 miles west-northwest of
the Municipal Jarport, Densville, New Yorx, sbout 3 Ll p.m. on July 31,
1943, resulted 1in sorious njuries to Pilot Dorothy Loretto Kuhn and
onc prssenger, Bugenc Reyneolds, whilc ~nother passenger, Poul Edverd
Lorms, reocceived minor injuwies. Mkiss Kuhn held o priveote pilot certifi-
cale wvith a single~engine land, 0-80 hep. rating. She bod flown approxi-
motely 112 hours, ©ll in the type of airplene involved. Roynolds was not
cortificeted as a pilot, Lorms wes ¢ "or Treining Service trainec ond hrd
ceccumilated about 57 hours of flight tine. Thc sircrefs, ¢ Fiper J5A,
NC 3802, owmed by the Defense Plart Corporction, 'rshirgton, D. C. and
being operated in the “or Training Scrvicc progrem by the Dencvalle Flying
Service, Inc., veos demolishede.

Pi1lot Kuhn securcd clecronce from the Donsville Manicipal ALirport
for a cross-country fliglt to Buffale, New Yorl. “Tith Reynolds and Lorms
in the rear sents, she took off about 3 L1 p.m. After lcrving the traf-
fie pottorn she headed on o direct northvest course townrd Coffec Hill
Ridge, which rises 700 to 300 fret above the rltitude of the cirport,
%'mlles awoevae Ls tne plonc approcched the sloping terrecin, the pilet
wes unoble to gean sufficient rltitude to clecor the hill, eond started o
turn to the left, during which she stalled the sircreoft about 175 feet
above the terrsain. It £fcll off to the left cnd dived olmost vertically
with power on until 2t struck the ground nosc=first.

Exominetion of the mreckage rovealed no incdication of failurc of any
part of the circraft prior to impact. The ocirercft wes loaded close to
1ts moxaimum ellowable gross weights. The tomperature wers 85° ond whale
appro~ching the leoeward side of the hill herding into ¢ northuest wand of
ebout 1% mapeh.e, the pilot probebly cncountered desccnaing air currents.
#1though Miss Kuhn was considered a competent pilot, she evidently mis-
caleuleted oar conditions and erred in rttempting to climb the heecvaly
laden airplone over the radge instead of goirang sufficiont altitude to
clear 1t by carelaing over the lower terrcin or fiyaing cround 1t.

The probeble ecaouse of this accident wis an inadvertent stell at an
altitude too low to cffeoct recovery.
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